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rrtHE chubbr little wife of Dan,

In Love-La- nd

CWtHflllU

JL "amfliar," leant a red cheek on a pudgy hand
and studies the spring modes In Lore-lan- And

her brow- - is crinkled and she sighs one of her con-

sort's luckless catches. For she is a fat lady and has
her troubles upon her just as you and I ( J ?l have,
she peers tip-pa- and down, and over t'other side, trying
to find a that make her look high and
For, as you can see, she is low and much;

Division of Alaska Into Two Territories
Urged By People of Southeastern Section
Would Be a Case of the Tall Wagging the Dog; Southeastern Alaska Skirts

Rest of Territory the

Alaska, April 1. Shall the
JTJNEATJ. the dogT Is one of

that Is agitating
Alaska.

Tbe dog la the main body of the
countrj It ha mere than nine-tent-

of the territory and potentially It Is a
world of the future." It embraces all
tlie land west of the Ions line of the
intei national boundary, that rups north
mil south between us and British
olumbla. coming almost to the Pacific

n m where the Malasplna glacier
lopes off from Mount St. Ellas Into the

sea
The tall is southeastern Alaska, com-- pi

iHiiife the strip of coast and the Alex-
ander archipelago lying south and east
of tbe boundary extension This sec-li-

contains much less than one-te- ni

of the land, but. Just now. It has the
most people, and Its Industries are pro-
moting more money than any other
art of Alaska of quadruple its size
southeastern Alaska may be said to

begin at the Malasplna grader, or
Mount St Ellas and it runs to the
-- outheast from there the coast
to Dixon entrance and the Portland
inal It includes a strip of ooast line

which is 30 or more miles In width,
and is three or four hundred miles
long Tt has In addition about one
thousand Islands, a number of which
are of considerable extent These Is-

lands border the coast They are sepa-
rated tv narrow channels and they run
fir a distance of 100 miles or
out into the Pacific

Tour Times Large Maseacbleetts
The proposed territory Is all told

About four time the alio of Massa-
chusetts, or three times as big as Ver-
mont or New Hampshire It would
make six or seven Connecticut, or a

ouple of Swltzerlands, and leave some
to spare Nevertheless, it compares In
size to the rest of Alaska as a postage
stamp to a bank note, and as far
as area Is concerned it would seem that
the dog could not help but wag the
tail

The matter has up In connec
tlon wltli the apportionment of the
taxes and revenues of Aittska. The
most of the revenues are derived from
this section of the country and the
lirger part are from the forests.
Southeastern Alaska is heavily wooded,
i nde 8am charges a dollar a thousand
as atumpage for all tbe timber la
rut on the government reserves, and
the recelptB are supposed to go back to
the people for the making ot roads.

Burn revenues from southeastern
Alaska last year were about 560.000.
but the legislature, a majority of which
comes from the body of the territory,
lias so divided the money that three-fourt-

of it goes to road work which
Is outside this region, and the people
object Indeed, the feellpg is so In-

tense a party has arisen whlph ad- -i

ocates that southeastern Alaska break
away from the main body of the terrl-tor- v

and become a territory of its own
It demands that It be a separate politi-
cal entity A committee of six has
appointed to Investigate the subject
and it will probably be brought up be-

fore congress this session
Eventually AMU lie Separate.

There are many reason whv south-
eastern Alaska will eventually be a
separate terrlton In size It com-
pares favorably with Indiana or South

arollna. I have already shown that
ts is larger some very Important

states of the Union It Is cut off geo-
graphically from the rest of Alaska:
nnd it has Interests which are different
from those of any other part of the
tfintory It has its own climate, and
in comparison with the country north
i the Tukon river it might be called
foplo or temperate Alaska.

The Japanese current, the gulf
stream of the Pacific, sweeps through
it and forms a great hot-wat- er plant
that holds Jack Frost In check and sel-
dom allows him to approach zero, even
In the midst of winter The coldest
weather of the region Is as mild as
that of many of our states south of the
Mason and Dixon's line Juneau, where
I am writing has Januarys warmer

those of St Louis, and the climate
of Ketchikan is like that of Seattle

Summers are Pleasant.
Throughout the whole region the

summers are pleasant and the rainfall
Is so that the land la green all
the j ear round Indeed, there are but
few signs of winter, except the snow
on the mountains The slopes of the
hills near the water are so warm that
the snow melts as It falls and the sled-
ding of the rh'ldren Is due to the
heaw frosts whlrh cover the board-
walks of the town and not to the
snow
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our dear roguo and i "Black, unawear,

like

while

model will scant.

does

that

that

been

than

than

heavy

lingerie absurd! Though 'Polly'
has taken 'em up. Thank the gods on the high mount

not far from Saloniki, I hare curly hair and can do

it in any silhouette. The curl between the brows pleases
me When I remember that I hare curls is the
time I forget I'm fatr

"Scotch plaids anl checks, and stripes run-

ning round, in Ahem! Well, can

but Has Land.

This

along

more

come

I wish I could show you the vegetation
ot southeastern Alaska For the past month
I have been traveling' along tbe coast and In
and out among the islands, and the flowers
and trees are a series of surprises. The
topography of the country Is much like that
ot the Alleghenies or the Blue Ridge but
the forests are thicker and tbe vegetation
is denser. Nearly everywhere the bushes ars
so thick that It would be Imposslbls to
make your way through them without an
ax or a knife The forest begins at the
water's edge and runs to the snow line,
which is about a thousand feet above the
sea. For that distance the trees are choked
with undergrowth, but above it the heavy
vegetation disappears, and there Is a patch
of grass or moss that runs up to the line
of perpetual snow.

Moss Thick In Forests.
There Is moss everywhere in the forest,

and this Is so thick and so spongy that your
feet sink In to the ankles. Many of the
trees are hung with mosses, and the bushes
beyond the tree line seem to bend over and
cling to the ground, caused, I suppose, by
the heavy snow which lies upon them dur.
lng tbe winter The chief trees are ever-
greens There are many spruce and red and
yellow cedars, including a vast deal of tim-
ber that wouid make wood pulp and which
in the future will probably supply the news-
paper demands of the states. As it is. the
Indians use tbe cedar bark to make rope,
and they tear out the Inner part of it and
weave it Into baskets and cloaks

And then the wild flowers They grow
everywhere. There are Alpine geraniums
goldenrod and buttercups and bluebells with
cups an inch long There are yellow violets
and red daisies, and HUes as black as ink.
There are rosy laurel and pink bryanthus
and little blue xorget-m- e nots such as we
have in the states Southeastern Alaska'
has three varieties of orchids, and It has
other air plants as well.

Is a Land of Berries.
Southeastern Alas'ia Is a land ot berris

The salmon berry is ripe throughout the
summer It is twice as large as the larg-
est raspberry and It tastes much the same
There are also raspberries that grow on the
ground, and cranberries of several varieties.
There are wild strawberries and blueberries
and red huckleberries.

Strawberries are raised commercially at
Haines and they are exported to Juneau and
otluir towns. They are slpe throughout the
summer, and are of a character that would
command a ready market in any United
States city.

As to tbe cultivated parts of southeastern
Alaska, they are so few at this writing that
they are hardly worth mentioning In the
thousand-mil- e ride on the steamer from
Seattle to Skagway you do not see a dozen
farms as big as a bedspread, and in most
places the land Is so steep that It reminds
you of the farms of West Virginia, where
it Is said tbe corn Is planted with shot-
guns from the opposite hills Nevertheless
If you go back into the valleys you will
find little cultivated patches where the
fanners have settled. IMward C. Russell
the editor of the Alaska Dispatch, tells me
that 60 homesteads have been taken out
about Haines, and that there are many
small farms and vegetable gardens near
Juneau

Hairy Farm ear firrot Glacier.
I took a photograph of a dairy farm the

other day during an automobile ride to the
Mendenhall glacier. B II Behrends. the
banker, who was my host, told me that
another farmer nearby was clearing $2000
o- - 1100 a year in raising beef for the mar-
kets of Juneau, and he pointed out a chick-
en farm or so on the way.

All of theso forms seems to me pitifully
small, and I donbt it they offer any great
opportunities to their owners The land la
so rough and so wooded that it costs sev-
eral hundred dollars an acre to clear it, and,
moreover, the crops will always have to
compete with the grain and food products
brought In from Washington and Oregon by
the steamers that call almost dally at the
principal porta

On the other hand. Prof C C Georgeson,
who is at the head of Uncle Sam's farmexperiments in the territory, tells me that
there will eventually be many small farms
scattered throughout this part of Alaska,
lie says that they will grow up to supply
the mining centers with vegetables and
fruits, lie does not expeot them to come
soon believing that it will be a task of a
generation or so to clear the forests and
take oft the moss lie thinks the cosst
region Is best adapted to gardening, chicken
raising and dairying, while the natural
meadows may be utilized for stork raising.

Some Big Ithubard Hants
I understsnd that small farms are grow-

ing up about many of the fishing stations.
One of the best of such Is that of C A
Burckhardt. the president of tbe "Alaska
raelfie Fisheries " at Tes bay Mr Burck-
hardt tells me that he raises rhubsrd with
leaves as big as a parasol and stems as
long as a baseball bat, and quite as thick.
He grows strawberries that are four Inches
In and they keep bearing for
two months of the summer

Mr. Burckhardt spends his summers only
In Alaska, and he brings his cow back and
forth with him eaoh season The cow is
a Jersey named Daisy. She was firstbrought up on account of Mr. Burckhardt s
little daughter, born six years ago. The
baby needed one row's milk, and Daisy
came along to furnish It. The experiment
worked bo well that Daisy has spenther
summers In the north ever since I under-
stand that she seems to know when the
time has come to flit southward. She goes
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Frank G. Carpenter

(Copyright. 1916, by Frank
G. Carpenter.)

the Coast and Has the Population,

on board ths ship without urging and
thrives under these changes.

Fish Great Asset.
The great possibilities ot southeastern

Alaska lis In Its fish, its woods and its min-
erals. The beds ot the ocean are paved
with halibut, and millions of salmon are
caught and canned every season. There
are g establishments on many of
the Islands, and the towns are devoted to
fishing and mining Ketchikan is perhaps
ths chief fishing center, but there are large
canneries also at Petersburg. Wrangell. Jun-
eau and Sitka. The salmon run every sea-

son and the canneries are located near the
mouths of the streams where the fish can
be brought in boats and cooked and packed
for all parts of the world.

Petersburg Is the headquarters of a mos-
quito fleet that brings In halibut all the

ear round. It has a large cannery, and It
ships many thousand pounds of salmon dur-
ing the season.

Wrangell An Old Town.
Just below Petersburg is "Wrangell one of

the oldest towns in Alaska. It was estab-
lished by the Russians 86 years ago and
was named after baron 'Wrangell. a Russian
official, who did much to keep the Hud-
son s Bay company out of Alaska. That
company tried to establish a trading sta-
tion, and when Wrangell drove Its men off.
It brought In a claim against the Russians
for damages of 1100,000. Wrangell fought
this claim In the courts and won It. with
the result that the Hudson a Day company
was forced to keep away from the Russian
dominions and to pay a rent of "000 otter
skins every year for certain territory ii was
then occupying

The Wrangell of today has stores hotels,
saw mills and canneries It has three
churches a public srhool and an electric
light plant Its chief Industries are fish-
ing, lumbering, mining and fur trading.

Juneau, the Capital.
Juneau, the capital of Alaska, is situated

on the mainland near the mouth of the Lynn
canal, a wide fiord that runs far Into the
interior, ending at Skagway the chief port
for Dawson and the mines of the Klondike
It Is more than a hundred miles almost di-
rectly north of Sitka, the two great Islands
of Baranof and Admiralty lying between
It is the largest city In Alaska, and is also
one of the chief mining centers A great
part of the trade of the territory paeea
through It. and it does much of the bank-
ing and financing It la a live,
little city, and it will continue to grow for
many years to come.

At Skagway begins the White Psss rail-
way which leads over the mountain to
White Horse at the head of navigation on
the Tukon. It Is the end of the usual tour-
ist route through Alaska, but It Is really
only the stopping off place on the edge of
the terrltoo proper Travelers come from
Puget sound and make the trip through the
Islands and back, without knowing anything
of the main body of our great possessions

f tbe far north. They see only a smsll
aart of southeastern Alaska, and from this
tbey Judge the whole

Drops from 15,000 to 500.
Skagway now feeds on the tourists. At

the time of the gold excitement In the
Klondike It was the main entrance to the
mining regions there, and It had then about
IS 000 population. It has not now more
than 500

Haines which lies on Lynn canal Just be-
low Skagway. Is still smaller It has a
little fishing, a few stores, a public school
and a Presbyterian mission It hss also the
only army post In southeastern Alaska. This
Is Fort Seward, lying west of the town
The post has a beautiful elte. Its buildings
being situated on a low hill with a hundred
acres or more of lawn running from them
down to the water There are SO or 49
buildings Including the barracks and the
homes of the officers The post has about
2&0 men

The greater part of southeastern Alaska
Is practically unknown. How many of you
have heard of Prince of Wales Island" It
Is 140 miles long and 40 miles wide It la
almost half as big as the state of Massa-
chusetts, and It has great copper mines that
are now working and gold mines and quar-
ries of marble Revlllaglgedo, on which
Ketchikan lies is SO miles long, and Ba-
ranof and Chlchagof are, together of about
the same else as Prince of Wales Island
Oold and other minerals have been found
upon all of these Islands Admiralty Isl-
and which lies east of Chlchagof. Is 100
miles long by 30 miles wide and it is In the
heart ot a country known to have minerals
of various kinds

"Kami of the Northwest."
On the opposite coast lies Sumdum bay,

where the great Juneau gold belt may be
said to begin This belt is 'The Rand of
the northwest " It runs northeast and
southwest, along tbe coast for something
like 200 miles Juneau lies In Us center
and Douglas Island from which 360 000,V00
worth of gold has been taken. Is a part of
it The Juneau gold region has already
produced over 370 000 000 It contains vast
quantities of low grade ore and it promises
to be a mining or gold manufacturing Cen-

ter for many generations, to come.
The Alaskan Gold Belt.

During my stay hsre in Juneau I asked
B L Thane, the manager of the big Alaska
Gast!n&u mine, to tell me something about
this gold belt He said

'The Juneau gold belt Is a part of the
great bnlt of rock that runs
north and south along the western side uf
this hemisphere It begins here In Alaska
and crops out In British Columbia. It Is
found In the United States In the Sierra
Nevada and other mountains, and from
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Short skirts will remain. I love 'em With
boots.

"Chapeaui! (Mrs. Danny kisses her rosy fingertips
air.) Chapeaux wjll be tall and narrow. Any

Ah- - ah. I will hare me one like this tall
with silver roses mounting upward to the fur on the

and down over my audacious nose and provo-quant- e

eyes black tulle hoopskirted with silver. I
tower!

Should Be Patriotic

With nturnlUatlon Srronjily
Safeguarded, "New CUHxtut

Day" Should Be National
Holiday.

BT MADISON C FETZRS.

fY HE first naturalization law which

1 congress passed, March ;6, 1730,
offered citizenship to any white

male applicant who had spent two
vears In the United States, provided he
was of good character and willing to
swear allegiance to the Constitution

But even at that early period this
liberality produced a reaction and the
law of 1790 was amended by the Act of
1795, requiring a residence of five years
and declaration of intention two years
previous to naturalization.

Two years later this was superseded
by the Act of 1797, requiring a resi-
dence of 14 j ears, which requisition re-

mained In force four years, belnc sup
planted by the Act of April 14, 1801,

' tnalilnr fhA torvn rtf ...Mihh fir.
years This law has never since been
repealed

Growth Not Anticipated.
The frequency of congressional acts

relating to naturalization during the
first years of our national life, when
the Immigration from 1783 to 1822 was
on!v 266,038, and that the cream of the
north and northwest of Europe, shows
that from the very beginning this
question was considered of national im-
portance, and had our forefathers
dreamed of an immigration exceeding
a million a year, drawn mainly from
the lowest strata of European society,
upwards of 80 per cent of whom can
neither read nor write the English
language, effective safeguards would
have been devised to protect their
cherished Institutions from dangers to
which they would be exposed In the
hands of alien races. '

Not only would I extend the naturali-
zation period, say to 10 years, but I
would mako naturalization as impres-
sive as a patriot's march to battle. We
have national holidays for honoring,
for rejoicing; we celebrate the Declara-
tion of Independence, the birthday an-
niversaries of Washington and Lincoln,
and dedicate a day to grateful mem-
ories of our patriotic dead, worthy re-
cognitions of history and patriotism.

Should le Sacred Day.
There should be another sacred day,

or sacred days. In the national calen-
dar, times apolnted by law, wherein
the qualified alien might assume the
duties of an American citizen, under
circumstances of Investigation, dignity
and solemnity, commensurate with the
great event, days on which commerce
should cease, labor suspend, the schools
be closed, the flags float from the pub-
lic buildings, and tbe bells of the
churches be rung Let the Federal
courts be the scenes of the final act,
wherein shall be gathered the officials
of the commonwealth, the men, women
and children, due preliminary notice
being given let a Judicial inquiry be
publicly made as to the quilificatlons
of those who seek citizenship, and if
they be found worth under the laws,
let them assume the new obligation and
bearing their title of honor be wel- -

! corned by the 'applauding people and
me recipients oi mucn prerogatives Be-
come themselves objects of observation
and subjects for congratulation.

there It goes on southward through Mexico
and Central America to Panama. It crosses
the Isthmus and Is found again In the
Andes

"From this belt has come a great part cf
the gold of the world, ' Mr Thane contin-
ued 'The mines about Juneau form ono
part ot it, and It is probable that other
great bodies of low grade ore will be dls
covered. The character of the ore and the
conditions of mining make it so that getting
out the gold Is a manufacturing proposition,
and this will result In there being a popu-
lation of miners working here for a long
time to come These mines of southeastern
Alaska have the advantage of cheap trans-
portation. The ore lies In the mountains
close to deep sea navigation. The moun-
tains are precipitous and much of ths work
can be done by gravity. We have also the
advantage of a rainfall of nearly 100 Inches
per year This gives us many cascades
which can supply cheap electclc power to
operate the mines and the mills So far
only a small part of the region has been
thoroughly prospected "

City Spends $20,000,000
Buying Food For Populace

Vienna, Austria April 1 since the .be-
ginning of the war the municipality of
Vienna has expended over 320 000 000 1n
buying foodstuffs for retailing to shopkeep-
ers and for distribution among tho people
From thi 19th monthly municipal report It
appears that nearly 18 000 000 free mullnave oeen provided In lenna since the be
ginning of war During January the nunv
ber was only 48,000.

"Xow Full skirts to the jackets, caeh ripple and
fold trebled! It is chic but is it wise! I am bouffant
without the generous cloth.

'Polo. Ah, if I'd but look like that. This ski outfit,
as noisy Dan would say and sure its stripes arc wide
and run 'round the affair in shriek after shriek of
orange and black but I shall have one be I ever so
wide, for when I'm flying and swooping down the snow
hills I shall be seen in one swipa of streaks anaway,'

Modern Sea Fights Directed From High
Platforms Where Men Watch In "Cages"
"Fighting Tops" of Old Days Had

Put in

D. C RprlL
WASHINGTON, In our navy

has improved within the last
year or so 40 per cent. Recent target
practice at Guantanamo Indicated that
the big guns of the ehlps engaged
could hit a battleship at least once
In six shots at a distance of nine
miles this being the longest fighting
range In any sea combat of the pres
ent war

Said admiral Cameron McR Wlnslow,
the other day "We did our best shoot-
ing In 1907 and 190S Then gunnery
practice was anbandoned to a great ex-

tent, and the shooting etarted down
hllL Now we are trying to get bade
the shooting"

At the period of the Spanish war our
big guns were not expected tot Ire more
than one shot In three minutes, and
the marksmanship was wretched In
the sea-fig- ht off Santiago, at an average
range of less than three miles, fewer
than four shots In 100 scored Today,
at twice that distance, each big rifle
should throw three shells a minute,
and half of them ought to hit

Later on the British developed a
system of rapid shooting. Piogresslve
officers In our own service urged Its
adoption, but the bureaus of the navy
deDartment. always conservative, op- -

I posed the Idea.
"When we began this klnl of shoot

ing," said admiral Wlnslow. me oureau
of ordinance said we would break our
breech blocks: that there would not
be an thing left, and that It ought not
to be allowed They declared that what
the Brltlshc Ialmed as regards rapldltv
and accuracy of fire was not true, tfiat
they could prove mathematically It
could not be true Nevertheless. In
a short, time we ourselves were sur-
passing the results reported from the
British navy "

In Boovevelfs time our navy was
spending 81.500,000 a year in gunnery
practice But, after he had left the
white house, It was deemed a pity to
keep on throwing away eo much money
in the shape of ammunition, and the
shooting was largely discontinued. Now
It Is being taken up again for one
thing taught by the present war is
that big guns and accurate marksman-
ship arc what decides a modern naval
engagement.

Knowing When to Fire.
Much of the skill of the naval gun-

ner lies In knowing the right moment
to fire as the ship rolls, for most of
the shots that miss go either too
high or too low A battleship of the
newest dreadnaught type Is 600 feet
Intii. hut it "freeboard" is not more

! than SO feet above the water The
marksman, too must allow ior ine
speed at which both his own and the
enemy vessel are traveling, as well as
for the force of the wind blowing
across the line of fire

Then, of course, there Is the matter
of ranges meaning the distance of
the enemy ship The gun-point-

however, does not bother about that,
it Is the business of the turret officer
to attend to the range. lie gets his
Information from a dial Inside the tur-
ret, on which there Is a hand that
points to a figure showing Just how
far off the enemv Is.

This Information comes from a room
In the bowels of the ship, below
water-lin- e, where there is a "master
dial," with a switch that governs the
dials In the turrets It Is In that
room that the ranges are mathemati-
cally figured out from "phono mes-
sages sent down from a platform at
the top of the foremast

The "Chief Spotter.'
On the platform is stationed the

"chief spotter," who does his work
with the help of an Ingenious optical
instrument called a range-find- When
he looks through It. the effect Is ex-
actly as If his eyes were twentj-on- e

feet nnnrt It elves him two points
I of view of the enemy ship, separated

bv that much The 21 root line serves
as the base of an Imaginary tri-
angle, the apex of which touches the
enemy vessel The Instrument shows
the two angles at the base of the
triangle, which, with the known length
of the base, gives the distance of the
enemy ship In other words, the range.

The chief spotter calls off the angles
to an assistant at the telephone, who
gives them to a man In the "plotting
room" down below, where the ranges
are quickly worked out and communi-
cated, with the aid of the master dial,
to the turrets When the fighting Is
at short range, however, each turret
officer does his own spotting, correct-
ing the range bv-- the fall of his ehells

Projecting out through the top or
the turret Is a sort of crab n eye a

J periscope, in other words which en
ables the turret officer to see how his
shells fall. At long ranges, It Is the

and none will know whether I am lean or fat but they
will know I dm in fashion!

"Palm Beach. Your bathing suit must button round
the knees. Here I blush and have a bit of pride for
whatever mode it is, my bathing suit shall be short
for I must own to dimpled knees and pretty ones as
have all dwellers her in the Land of Love."

And Dan's wife licks her finger and flips
the page over to other follies.

NELL

Great Stones Them to Be Hurled Upon Enemy Ship; Later Guns Were
Them, hut Mow Only Watchers Occupy Them.

bustneps of the chief spotter, up aloft,
to correct the aim. as well as the range
of the guns. But everything does not
depend upon him, for in other parts
of the ship on top of turrets or else-
where there are range-finder- s,

each of them in telephonic
with the plotting room.

While receiving Information from the
plotting room, the turret officer gets
his orders from the captain of the
ship llore aceurattlv speaking, thev
are given to him bj the gunnery of-
ficer, who. with the captain, has his
battle station In the conning tower
which is a email steel fort with peep-
holes It Is from the conning tower
that orders come for the guns to
bark.

On top of the mainmast Is a
like that on top of the foremast. It
Is the station of the "relief spotter,'
who. likewise provided with a range-finde- r.

Is expected to do the spotting
from aloft In case the chief spotter is
killed or wounded But In short-rang- e

fighting neither platform would
be occupied, because they would be
pretty sure to be shot away by a
storm of shells from the enemy's quick-fir- e

guns.

Armored Towers Suggested.
Under ouch circumstances any range-findin- g

that might be required would
be done by instruments on deck L e,
on the turrets or It
has been proposed to provide small
armored towers on the decks of our
battleships, to protect range- - finders,
but as yet this idea has not been car-
ried Into effect.

During the Spanish war. and for
Rome time later, the masts of our bat-
tleships were provided with
"fighting tops," in which a couple of
machine guns were mounted the us-
ual arrangement being that of an up-
per top for the range-find- and a
lower top for the guns. The masts
were built of steel plates and were
hollow, so that men could ascend and
descend, or ammunition could be car-
ried aloft. Inside of them.

The machine guns (which shoot rifle
"bullets) were meant to sweep an

enemy's deck and kill off his "per-
sonnel " But it came to be realized
that. In a sea-fig- ht under modern con-
ditions, the enemy was not likely to
get close enough to suffer In this way

whereas he could and doubtless
would, direct a storm of small caliber
explosive shells against the fighting
tops, quickly putting them out of
business

The men In a fighting top occupied
the most exposed position on the ship.
Poised high and clear, the top was a
tempting target for gunfire and Its

were doomed to certain death
If the mast was knocked down A
single projectile. Indeed, might easily
knock down the mast

Fighting Top Ahnndoncd.
It was a perception of these facts

that finally caused the abandoment of
the fighting top in our naval construc-
tion, and brought Into existence the
"wire" military mast, which. Invented
bv a clover young officer In the ser-
vice, is today peculiar to the navy of
the United States One can tell an
American battleship an where by Its
wire masts.

Correctlj speaking, the masts are
built, of slender steel
rods At the top of eaoh one Is a
light steel platform, affording suffi-
cient space for the of
three or four men. a range-finde- r,

telephones, etc It is simply a "fire-contro- l"

perch, high In the air, and
there are no guns.

When the contrivance was as yet
regarded as a mast of
this pattern was mounted on the
monitor Florida," and many shells
were fired at It, targets for the pur-
pose being fastend to it at various
heights. Some of the shells passed
through It, and some of the steel rods
were broken, but it did not collapse.

In fact. It Is almost Impossible to
knock down the birdcage mast and, if
such a thing were to happen In a sea-figh- t,

small harm would be done, and
the wire tower could be quickly cut
away and thrown overboard On the
other hand, the old-sty- military mast,
of massive steel construction, would
be likely. If knocked over, to kill a
number of men and get in the wj of
the guns.

la Of Ancient Origin.
The military mastils of very ancient

origin. Kgyptlan sculptures dating
as far back as 2000 B. C show war-cra- ft

with fighting tops rough
basketlike structure in which men
might stand and assail the enemv with
arrows and spears In early Roman
times vessels were provided with ar-
rangements resembling huge casks,
which when battle was Imminent were
hoisted to tbe mastheads with two or
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three men in each In the fourteenth
century of our era platforms were
built aloft for archers and spearmen,
who sometimes flung down great
stones that might, if well aimed, go
clear through a wooden ehip and sink
her Two hundred vears later there
were sometimes two or three fighting
tops on each mast.

In the war of 1842 sharpshooters
were posted in the fighting tops of
warcraft. and during the civil war
howrtzers, wheels and all, were placed
in them The military tops of tbe
sixties were protected with half-Inc- h

Iron plating, which made their occu-
pants fairly safe in those days of
leaden bullets

Indeed, when the building of our
new navy was begun during thef irst
Cleveland administration, the ships

J were constructed with fighting tops
mucn like tnose ot the civii war, ana
It Is only within the last very fewyears that the Idea of placing guns in
them has been abandoned

Firsl American Congress
On Child Welfare To Be

In Buenos Aires In July
New York, April 1 Arrangemen ts

are being made to hold the first Amer-
ican Congress on Child Welfare In
Buenos Aires next July In commem
oration of the centennary of Argentine
Independence. The program embraces
sections on law, hygiene, psychology,
assistance to mother and child, socio-
logy and industrial legislation, and has
been translated Into English for the
benefit of Americans who are not fa-
miliar with Spanish The president of
the congress, Dr Julleta Lanteri Ren-sha-

in a letter to the National Child
Labor committee. New York city, which
is furthering the interest of the con-
gress in this country. sas

"Our executive committee is count
lng upon the presence of Americans
interested In philanthropy and social
work to discuss problems of child wel-
fare This international American con
gress will serve as a new bond nf
union and fraternity among the na
tions of North and South America an 1
the executive committee hopes for this
reason that the meetings In Buen s
Ares will be as impressive as possible

The congress is regarded by Harry
E Bard, secretary of the

society of the United States, as an
unequaled opportunity for establishing
closer social intellectual and cultural
relations with the other republics ofAmerica.

Panama Republic's Own
Lillle Railroad Will be
Completed Within Month

Panama. April 1 Panama's own lit-
tle railway, the Ferrocarril de Chiriqul.
will be completed this month and put
in operation under government control
Trains will be operated to both Boquete
and La Conception, one due north andthe other due west of David, capital ofChiriqul Province.

The completion of the railway to
these two towns will be celebrated bv
president Porras, who personally will
visit the province and Inspect the rail,wa A large number of Invited guests
from Panama and the Canal Zone willaccompany the president

The total length of the line Is about
60 miles, divided Into three branches
One branch extends north from David.
to Boquete, one west to La Conception
and a short one from Dolega. on theBoquete line to the Potrerillos sugar
countrv The main line touches the
coast at Pedregal, the port for David,
tour and one-ha- lf miles south

As soon as sufficient funds are avail-
able the government of Panama willstart sanitation work at David the
capital of the province of Chinqui
rians are now being made to build asewage system and provide the vity
with water system Both can be
readily constructed because the cltv
streets bave not yet been laid out per
manently Ample fresh water can be
readilv obtained from Rio David, sc
large mountain stream near the town.

The process of manufacturing Ox
ford India paper." which was first used
in printing an edition of the Bible In
1S7S, has never been divulged fni
each workman employed in Its manu
facture Is familiar only with his own
stage.
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